EPIC OF KINGS

The Card Library

Legends -« Atlas of Kings « Hall of Persian Words « Wonders of Persia

WHAT'S INSIDE

Legends (42 cards): the kings, heroes, villains, and creatures of the Shahnameh, each with its story, bloodline, Who Am I? clues, and
a discussion question. Atlas of Kings (15 cards): the places of the epic, from Mount Damavand to Persepolis. Hall of Persian Words
(55 cards): Persian script, pronunciation, and meaning. Wonders of Persia (18 cards): trivia questions from 3,000 years of Persian
history, tagged by era: Age of Empires, Golden Age, and Age of Poets.

WAYS TO PLAY

The library is a toolkit, not a rulebook. Here are some ways to start, and every new deck adds more. Who Am? One reader holds a
Legends or Atlas card and reads the clues aloud, hardest first. Guess after clue one for 3 points, clue two for 2, clue three for 1. Sort
the Court. Shuffie the Legends deck and race to sort cards into kings, heroes, villains, and creatures. Build the Bloodline. Use the
Bloodline lines to lay out family trees on the table: connect Sam to Zal to Rostam to Sohrab. Word Match. Lay Word cards script-side
up and take turns recalling the meaning before fiipping. Wonders Quiz Night. Ask the Wonders questions across the table; first
correct answer keeps the card. Story Chains. Draw three cards and tell one story that truthfully connects all three. Epic Lands
Quest. Put a map in the middle: the Epic Lands map at epicofkings.com, or any map of the region. Draw an Atlas card, solve the
Where Am1? clues, then find the place on the map. Score a bonus point for naming a character or event connected to it. Timeline of
Kings. Pull out the ten King cards and lay them in the order they reigned, from the first king to the last. The card numbers are the
answer key, so cover the corners while you play. For a harder round, shuffle in heroes and place each one in the age of the king they
served, then check yourselves against the Timeline of Kings on the site.

PRINTING

This edition is fold-and-cut: print single-sided, cut out each strip, and fold along the dashed line so the back reads right-side up.
Content follows the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi; spellings match epicofkings.com.

Free for classroom and home use ¢ Please credit epicofkings.com « Questions or ideas? contact@epicofkings.com



Legends of the Shahnameh

DECK ONE « KINGS, HEROES, VILLAINS, CREATURES
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KIUMARS & s
The first king, father of civilization
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Discoverer of fire, master of iron
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TAHMORRIS ...
The Div-Binder
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JAMSHID _.:-
The king who founded Nowruz, then lost the Farr
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FEREYDUN ..., ;
The hero-king who chained Zabhbak
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MANUCHEHR .- ...
The king who avenged Iraj
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KAY KAVUS _...5.5
The brave but reckless king
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KAY KHOSROW ; _.-.5
The king who walked away from the throne
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LOHRASP .| A
Keeper of the hard-won peace
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GOSHTASP __.::5
The king who embraced Zovoaster's faith
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SIAMAK <L
The prince of the first great battle
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KAVEH ..5
The blacksmith whose apron became a banner
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IRAJ -
The prince killed for his own virtue
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SAM L.
The mighty champion who abandoned bis son
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ZAL U
The white-haired sage, raised by the Simorgh
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+ HERO +
RUDABEH .:.,

The princess who chose love over custom

HERO 6 OF 19 EPIC OF KINGS
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ROSTAM .,

Shield of Iran, champion of the Seven Trials
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RAKHSH -,
The horse only Rostam could ride
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TAHMINEH ...
The princess of Samangan, mother of Sobrab
HERO 9 OF 19 EPIC OF KINGS
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SOHRAB _ .
The son who never knew his father
HERO 10 OF 19 EPIC OF KINGS
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GORDAFARID . i1:§
The warrior maiden who faced Sobrab
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+ HERO +
PIRAN .
The honorable general of Turan
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SIAVASH ...
The prince who rode through fire
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GUDARZ .5
The general who served for generations
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+ HERO +
GIV .

The knight of the seven-year search
HERO 15 OF 19 EPIC OF KINGS
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BIJAN .,
The hero imprisoned in a well
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MANIJEH ...

The princess who gave up everything for love
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+ HERO +
ESFANDIYAR ...

The nearly invincible prince

HERO 18 OF 19 EPIC OF KINGS
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FERDOWSI ...
The poet who saved the stories
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AHRIMAN ¢ .

The spirit of darkness itself
VILLAIN 1 OF 7 EPIC OF KINGS
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+ VILLAIN +
ZAHHAK s1=»

The Serpent King, a thousand years of darkness
VILLAIN 2 OF 7 EPIC OF KINGS
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+ VILLAIN +
SALM AND TUR _; , |
The brothers who murdered a brother
VILLAIN 3 OF 7 EPIC OF KINGS
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AFRASIYAB __ ;|
King of Turan, Persia’s most enduring enemy
VILLAIN 4 OF 7 EPIC OF KINGS
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Wonders of Persia

DECK FOUR « TRIVIA FROM 3,000 YEARS

~
+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
? What clay object from 539 BCE is often called one of the earliest declarations of human rights?
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WONDER 1 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
? Roughly what share of the entire world's population lived in the Persian Empire at its height?
°
WONDER 2 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
? Which Persian faith, over 3,000 years old, teaches good thoughts, good words, and good deeds?
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA

+

The words “algebra” and “algorithm” both trace back to which Persian mathematician?

EPIC OF KINGS
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WONDER 5 OF 18 « GOLDEN AGE
| >
<fold === === - - s s m s s m s m s - m - m - -

+

Around 1000 CE, which Persian scholar measured the Earth's circumference with nothing but math?

EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA

WONDER 6 OF 18 « GOLDEN AGE
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Whose medical encyclopedia was Europe's standard medical textbook for centuries?

EPIC OF KINGS

‘Wb piom syl piesy pey suoAue 81o1aq SaLINUSD

10S pUE Ja1em pajeulwe1u0o ybnoiyl Buipeaids seseasip paquosap aH "3 G201 PUNOIE SUIDIPSIA 10 UOUBD 8| 810JM BUUSDIAY J0100P UelSiad 8y L

VNNAOIAV




+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +

? What Persian invention kept ice frozen in 40°C desert heat, over 2,400 years ago?
WONDER 7 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
? “Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor darkness...” describes which Persian invention?
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WONDER 8 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
? Which everyday machine did Persians build first, about 500 years before Europe?

WONDER 9 OF 18 « GOLDEN AGE EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +

WONDER 10 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES

How long did a royal message take to travel the 2,700 km Royal Road: 7 days or 90?

EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
? What did Persian engineers dig to carry mountain water to desert cities, 3,000 years ago?
[ ]
WONDER 11 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
? Which language, over 2,500 years old, can its speakers still read in nearly its 1,000-year-old form?
°
WONDER 12 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES EPIC OF KINGS
—-fold == == s s s s s s e e s e s e e e e e e e e e e e e m e m e e m e m e m e m s m—m—— - —- - -

‘0be s1eaA puesnoy] e 810IM ISMOP.S4 W0} swes

ay1 1sowe Ul Aepoy 11 eads sjdoad uoijjiw 0S| SWOS :BAlje Yonul AJsA Si ueisiad ‘une axijun ‘sebenbue) usxods AjSnonuiuoD 1S8p|o SPJIoM 8U1 JO 8UQ

9" (1ISUVA) NVISUAd




+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +

WONDER 13 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES

The English word “paradise” comes from which Persian word?

EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
? Which 13th-century Persian mystic has been called one of the best-selling poets in America?
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WONDER 14 OF 18 « AGE OF POETS EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +

WONDER 15 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES

The chess word “checkmate” comes from what Persian phrase?

EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
Which beloved poet's name means “memorizer,” a title for one who has memorized the entire Quran?
WONDER 16 OF 18 « AGE OF POETS EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
What New Year celebration, one of the world's oldest, is still observed by over 300 million people?
WONDER 17 OF 18 « AGE OF EMPIRES EPIC OF KINGS
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+ WONDERS OF PERSIA +
Which poem is credited with saving the Persian language itself?
WONDER 18 OF 18 « GOLDEN AGE EPIC OF KINGS
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